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	Chapter 13 : Mobility of Business People

	Objective

APEC Economies will enhance the mobility of business people engaged in the conduct of trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) 
exchange information on regulatory regimes in regard to the mobility of business people in the region;

(b) 
examine the possibility of setting the scope for cooperation at a regional level aimed at streamlining and accelerating (i) processing of short term business travel and (ii)arrangements for temporary residency for business people to engage in trade and investment; and

(c) 
establish and maintain a dialogue on mobility issues with the business community.



	Collective Actions
APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to mobility of business people can be found in the Mobility of Business People Collective Action Plan.



	Russia’s Mobility of Business People in 2001




	Russia’s Approach to Business Mobility in 2001

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Business Mobility Related Policies and Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	The draft Law "On the Legal Status of Citizens of Foreign States in the Russian Federation" is under consideration by a body of experts from the interested federal ministries (departments). The Law includes all necessary and actualized rules and regulations on how foreigners enter, reside (temporaily or permanantly) exit and return to Russia. The visa issuence and visa system is brought closer to existing international standards.

 The new Law simplifies provisions of the existing Federal Law "On Rules of Exit from the Russian Federation and Entering the Russian Federation". It provides the Government of Russia with a unilateral right to waive visa requirement towards citizens of certain countried for humanitarian reasons, to improve economic and trade relations with such states.


	In accordance with the Law of the Russian Federation “On the Procedure of Entry to and Departure from the Russian Federation”, foreign citizens or apatrides entering Russia are required to produce valid papers identifying them and acknowledged by Russia as such, as well as the visa issued by the respective diplomatic representation or consular office of Russia outside Russian territory, unless other is stipulated by an international treaty of Russia.

To get a visa it is necessary to submit a written application to the Russian diplomatic representation or consular office. In the case if foreign citizens or apatrides intend to enter Russia on the invitation of a juridical or natural person, the procedure of documenting such an invitation is determined by the Government of the Russian Federation (“Provision on documenting the invitation to the Russian Federation of foreign citizens and apatrides”).
	The State Duma of the Russian Federation may adopt a new draft Law “On the Procedure of Departure from and Entry to the Russian Federation” facilitating the regime of transiting Russian border for foreign citizens.

The draft Law, which enables the Government of Russia to waive unilateraly visa requirement is expected to come into Law this year.

A pilot project is to be implemented this year in the international airports of Moscow and St.Petersburg. Under this, experiment short-term visas (72-hour visas) will be issued to foreign citizens (mainly tourists, but not only) right in the airport.
The new equipment is being installed at Russian boarder crossing points for accelerated automatic processing of entering citizens’ documents.

Further work on streamlining visa procedures by taking such measures as simplified visa request procedure, document forms in compliance with computer application demands in visa services.



	Short Term Business Entry  


	
	The invitation is a reason for considering the question of issuing Russian business visa to foreign citizens and apatrides.

An invitation by the Russian juridical person is documented by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation or its representations on Russian territory and if there are no such representations - by the respective interior authorities of the Russian Federation on the basis of this juridical person’s written application.
Visas for business trips in accordance with invitations, may be single, twofold, and multiple. Multiple visas may be issued for the term of up to 12 months.
	To facilitate entering Russia for business representatives of APEC economies, the procedure of issuing visas will be improved. 

The inquiries will be considered of issuing multiple visas for the term of 12 months to business representatives of APEC economies on the terms of reciprocity.

The new draft Law also gives an option of issuing a 24-month multiple visa.



	Business Temporary Residency 


	
	
	

	Technical Cooperation and Training


	
	
	

	Dialogue with Business


	
	
	


	Improvements in  Russia’s Approach to Business Mobility since 1996*

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)*
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Regulatory Visa Regimes


	
	

	Short Term Business Entry


	
	

	Business Temporary Entry 


	
	

	Technical Cooperation and Training 


	
	

	Dialogue with Business


	
	


*  1996 is to be used as the Base Year for IAP reporting across all sub-fora.  While the Informal Experts’ Group on Business Mobility did not commence until May 1997, it is considered that the information to be reported as ‘base information’ would not vary significantly for most Member Economies from 1996 to 1997.

